
DOT Reportable Accidents
Understanding What’s Reportable, and What You Need to Do 

  

Post-Accident Driver Requirements

Stop immediately 
and stay calm.

Assess the 
situation.

Contact 
law enforcement.

Set out 
warning devices.

Contact 
the carrier.

Document  
the incident.

Don’t admit 
anything to

anyone.

Determine if equipment 
is safely drivable, 
or have it towed.

Seek medical 
treatment if 

needed.

Complete drug 
& alcohol testing 

if required.

Report moving 
citation, if received,

to carrier.

Speak with carrier’s 
insurance company 
under the direction 

of your company.

Post-Accident Carrier Requirements

Find out if driver 
is okay or needs 

medical attention.

If possible, deploy a member 
of company management 

to accident site.

Maintain a claim 
detail report 

diary/accident file. 

Called law 
enforcement
Put their warning 
devices out
Checked if everyone 
is ok or not

Make sure driver has: Gather these facts:
• Exact location of the 
 accident
• Time of the accident
• Estimate of injury/damage
• Damage to vehicles and/
 or property
• Names and addresses of 
 insurance companies of 
 all persons involved

• Names and addresses 
 of persons involved
• Type, make, and model  
 of vehicles involved
• License numbers of all 
 vehicles involved
• Names and departments of  
 the investigating o�cers
• If DOT-reportable, document  
 it on the Accident Register

Determine if 
drug & alcohol 

testing 
is required.

Protect Your Fleet from the Risks of DOT Accidents with the
J. J. Keller® DOT Compliance & Safety Program Management Service!
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Accident Register Requirements 
(49 CFR 390.15)

State regulations vary when it comes to filing accident registers, 
but most must include:

• The date of the accident
• Where it occurred
• The driver's name
• The number of injuries 

 and/or fatalities

• Information on whether hazardous 
 materials (other than fuel) were released
• Copies of all accident reports required 
 by state or other governmental entities. 
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NO

Driver receives 
a moving violation

YES

Driver receives 
a moving violation

Follow accident 
procedures

ALCOHOL TEST- Within 2 hours. If missed, motor carrier 
must document missed test reason, and is allowed another 
6 hours to test. If that test is missed, need to document 
a reason.

DRUG TEST - Within 32 hours. If missed, 
the motor carrier must document missed 
test reason.

At least one individual 
sustained bodily injury 
that requires medical 

attention.

At least one vehicle 
was damaged to the 
extent that it must 

be towed away.
A human fatality 

has occurred.
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